
Continuity, Diversity, Innovation and Synchronization – the First International Biennial of Decorative Arts, Chişinău 2009-2010 
Thanks to the effort of the Decorative Arts’ Section of the Union of Plastic Artists from the Republic of Moldova, 87 artists from 8 European countries – many of them having names of reference in the context of cultures they represent – have shown themselves in the excellence of their creative vigour in the framework of the First International Biennial of Decorative Arts in Chişinău. This is a fact confirmed by those 148 exhibited works, covering a broad area of creation genres, the prevailing ones being ceramics and tapestry.  
The tapestry, in the form of its modern artistic pursuit, starts in the thirties of the XXth century, beginning with the sixties, by works as those signed by Maria Saca- Răcilă, to be quoted at the highest level of times. Fact is that, the once reached level could not mark the „terminus point” in creation. Notorious in this sense appears the work Cataclism (1998) of Maria Saca-Răcilă, realized in a sublimated plastic language, reaching an exemplary conciseness.  In a thematic aspect, it is true to type for the present (the above mentioned work is part of the series Salvaţi pămîntul ) when the humanity in its wholeness, is overwhelmed by ecological issues. The concern for a philosophical and allegorical discourse, in Chişinău, is reflected in the works of the artists Silvia Vrânceanu, Ludmila Goloseev and Carmela Golovinov, followed by Olimpiada Arbuz-Spătaru, Elvira Cemortan-Voloşin and Olga Roşca, these being on a clear evolution trajectory, also in the works of the young talents Luminiţa Mihailicenco, Iarâna Saviţchi and Lucia Domentii. 
Andrei Negură, since 1995, by his elaborations, has persisted to redirect the genre towards an own polarity – the one of flawlessness: at conceivement and fulfillment of plastic configurations part of the tapestry techniques, especially for the technical execution of each piece. 
The ceramics, as a professional concern, is also displayed in the thirties of the XXth century. Following the post-war period, Serghei Ciocolov, Ester Grecu and Valentina Neceaev have created a stupendous scaffolding for the development of contemporary ceramics. Together with the above mentioned, but on another array, in the framework of the creative process, there are tendencies and concepts abiding, whose  relevance is somewhat adjoining to the orientations practiced in artistic education institutions outside the Republic of Moldova such as Moscow, Saint Petersburg, Tallin, etc, where also other inland artists present at this Biennial have studied. Exemplary in this sense arises the evolution of Vlad Bolboceanu who, in addition to his creative concerns has honoured also the undertaken task of have been the organizer of the Ceramics Chair at the Academy of Music, Theatre and Plastic Arts from Chişinău. Beside an outstanding work in our culture and a Chair that stands for a main atelier for training specialists capable of ensuring the growth of the artistic ceramics genre as well as the one of sculpture (as it is in the case of Gheorghe Postovanu and Victor Macovei).   

Presently, the genre is, maybe, the most firm in the cultural life from Chişinău, as through it, the continuity based on subsuming generations of artists is ensured. Thus, ceramists as Gheorghe Răileanu, Valeriu Vânagă, Oleg Dobrovolschi, Octavian Romanescu and Virgil Tecuci, as teachers at the above mentioned Chair, together with their followers, are omnipresent at exhibitions, contests, art camps as national, as well as international. 
A special place, particularly by, tandem, the clear inclusion of variability/succession entities, belongs to the ceramist Tamara Grecu.  
Benchmarking and estimating the effort of the creators, the host-part of the Biennial, with the distinguished realizations of the abroad colleagues-part, we ascertain a perfect synchronization of artistic speech and technical performing. Among guests are: from Belarus, the ceramists:  Ambrosova Anna, Koltâghin Valerii, Shchastnaya Iryna and Tkaciov Oleg; from Belgium: Chică Ion (ceramist); from the Russian Federation: Punans Tatiana and Ravinskaia Olga; from Poland: Zofia Kosiorek and Modrzejewska Katarzyna; from Romania: Czirjàk Erikö, Filip Irina, Gheorghiu Mariana, Haşegan Miruna, Hlihor Mihai, Leahu Petru and Stanciu Aurel; from the Ukraine: Andrusiv Stepan, Bodnarchuck Vasyl, Pasecinaia Svetlana and Tiupka Vladimir.

The First International Biennial of Decorative Arts Chişinău 2009-2010, as event of full professional maturity and in correspondence with the process of cultural globalization was possible, thanks to the devotion of the artists Ecaterina Ajder, Oleg Dobrovolschi, Octavian Romanescu, Virgil Tecuci and Valeriu Vânagă as organizers.  
Tudor Braga, Chişinău
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